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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, applicants 
hereby make the following references of record in the above- 
identified patent application: 

U.S. Patent Documents 



4,271, 827 
5,176,618 



Angelchik 
Freedman 



6/9/81 
1/5/93 



5.234.447 Raster et al . 8/10/93 

5.234.448 Wholey et al . 8/10/93 
5,387,235 Chuter 2/7/95 
5,695,504 Gifford, III et al . 12/9/97 
5,843,164 Frantzen et al . 12/1/98 
5,876,448 Thompson et al . 3/2/99 
5,957,949 Leonhardt et al . 9/28/99 
6,056,744 Edwards 5/2/00 
6,136,006 Johnson et al . 10/24/00 
6,146,416 Andersen et al. 11/14/00 
6,302,917 Dua et al . 10/16/01 

Foreign Patent Documents 
WO 00/59398 PCT International 10/12/00 

Other Documents 

Shigley et al . , Mechanical Engineering Design , Fifth 
Edition, 1989, McGraw-Hill, Inc., New York, pp. 58-60. 

The aforementioned references are listed on the 
accompanying Form PTO-144 9 (submitted in duplicate) and copies 
are enclosed herewith. 

Applicants also make of record in the present 
application U.S. Patent Application No. 10/612,496, filed 
July 1, 2003. A copy of this reference is enclosed. This 
reference has not been listed on accompanying Form PTO-144 9 to 
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prevent its Application No. from being printed on the face of 
any patent issuing from the present application. Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner initial "All references 
have been considered" at the bottom of the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449 to indicate that this reference was considered (See MPEP 
§ 609) . 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the 
patentability of the claimed invention over any of the 
information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this 
information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that this 
information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 

It is respectfully requested that these documents be 
(1) fully considered by the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office during examination of this application; and (2) printed 
on any patent which may issue on this application. Applicants 
request that a copy of Form PTO-144 9, as considered and 
initialed by the Examiner, be returned with the next 
communication . 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, submission of 
this Statement requires no fee. However, if for any reason a 
fee is due, the Director of the United States Patent and 
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Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge payment of any 
fees required in connection with this Information Disclosure 
Statement to Deposit Account No. 06-1075. A duplicate copy of 
this Statement is transmitted herewith. 



Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this 



patent application is respectfully requested. 



■ Hereby certify that this 
Correspondence is beinj 
deposited vm the U.S. 



Ciass Mai! in an envelope 
Addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria/to 22313-1450 on 



Signajw^cf Person Signing 



Respectfully submitted, 




Hong S . \Lin 7 
Reg. No. 54,/629 
Agent for Applicants 
FISH & NEAVE 
Customer No. 1473 
12 51 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020-1105 
Tel.: (212) 596-9000 
Fax: (212) 596-9090 



Postal Service as First 
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FORM PTO 



S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

787/007 



APPLICANTS 

Chad Kugler et al. 



FILING DATE 

March 16, 2004 



APPLICATION NO. 

10/802,992 



CONFIRMATION NO. 

4394 



GROUP ART UNIT 

3737 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



FXAMINFR 

INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 

UVwUlllLll 1 

NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 


• 


4,271,827 


6/9/81 


Angelchik 


128 


1R 






5,176,618 


1/5/93 


Freedman 


600 


12 






5,234,447 


8/10/93 


Kaster et al. 


606 


153 






5,234,448 


8/10/93 


Wholey et al. 


606 


153 






5,387,235 


2/7/95 


Chuter 


623 


1 






5,695,504 


12/9/97 


Gifford, III et al. 


606 


153 






5,843,164 


12/1/98 


Frantzen et al. 


623 


1 






5,876,448 


3/2/99 


Thompson et al. 


623 


12 






5,957,949 


9/28/99 


Leonhardt et al. 


606 


194 






6,056,744 


5/2/00 


Edwards 


606 


41 






6,136,006 


10/24/00 


Johnson et al. 


606 


108 






6,146,416 


11/14/00 


Andersen et al. 


623 


1.15 






6,302,917 


10/16/01 


Dua et al. 


623 


23.68 



















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 


DOCUMENT 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


INITIAL 


NUMBER 


YES 


NO 




WO 00/59398 


10/12/00 


PCT International 


A61B 


19/00 























DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicants. 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

787/007 


APPLICATION NO. 

10/802,992 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS 


APPLICANTS 

Chad Kugler et al. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 

4394 


FILING DATE 

March 16, 2004 


GROUP ART UNIT 

3737 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 






Shialev etal.. Mechanical Enqineerinq Desiqn. Fifth Edition, 1989, McGraw-Hill, Inc., New York, 
pp. 58-60. 



All References Have Been Considered 

Examiner 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicants. 
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PTO-1449 



V" 1 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

787/007 



APPLICANTS 

Chad Kugler et al. 



FILING DATE 

March 16, 2004 



APPLICATION NO. 

10/802,992 



CONFIRMATION NO. 

4394 



GROUP ART UNIT 

3737 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 

L_/\ AAI V 1 1 1 V 1— IX 

INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




4,271,827 


6/9/81 


Angelchik 


128 


1R 






5,176,618 


1/5/93 


Freedman 


600 


12 






5,234,447 


8/10/93 


Kaster et al. 


606 


153 






5,234,448 


8/10/93 


Wholey et al. 


606 


153 






5,387,235 


2/7/95 


Chuter 


623 


1 






5,695,504 


12/9/97 


Gifford, III et al. 


606 


153 






5,843,164 


12/1/98 


Frantzen et al. 


623 


1 






5,876,448 


3/2/99 


Thompson et al. 


623 


12 






5,957,949 


9/28/99 


Leonhardt et al. 


606 


194 






6,056,744 


5/2/00 


Edwards 


606 


41 






6,136,006 


10/24/00 


Johnson et al. 


606 


108 






6,146,416 


11/14/00 


Andersen et al. 


623 


1.15 






6,302,917 


10/16/01 


Dua et al. 


623 


23.68 



















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 


DOCUMENT 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


INITIAL 


NUMBER 


YES 


NO 




WO 00/59398 


10/12/00 


PCT International 


A61B 


19/00 























DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicants. 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

787/007 


APPLICATION NO. 

10/802,992 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS 


APPLICANTS 

Chad Kugler et al. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 

4394 


FILING DATE 

March 16, 2004 


GROUP ART UNIT 

3737 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 






Shialevet al.. Mechanical Enqineerina Desian. Fifth Edition. 1989, McGraw-Hill, Inc., New York, 
pp. 58-60. 



All References Have Been Considered 

Examiner 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicants. 



